THE DEFENCE OF THE EMPIRE
German preponderance which faced us in 1914 has
become the problem of potential Japanese-German
preponderance of infinitely greater urgency. The
growth of German power in 1914 did not present
us directly with any immediate threat to our Far-
Eastern or Antipodean Empire; the Japanese-Teu-
tonic possibility does. The triumph of Teutonic over
Slav influence, of German over Russian civilisation,
would not have confronted us in 1914, despite the non-
sense written at the time, with the triumph of a culture
utterly alien to European tradition. But the prepon-
derance in Europe of a Hitlerite, Nazi Germany
backed by a Fascist-militarist-autocratic Japan trium-
phant in the East, would present Western civilisation
with a threat much more fundamentally disturbing.
It is plain, therefore/ a Martian observer might
remark, 'that an Empire like the British, as much
Asiatic as it is European, will be even more disturbed
at the growth of the Japanese-Teutonic power than it
was at the growth of the Austro-German power in the
years preceding those events of 1914 which compelled
Britain to stake her whole existence as an Empire upon
the defeat of that combination/
And therein the Martian, as we have seen, would be
entirely wrong. The self-same groups which before
1914 saw in the growth of Austro-German power a
menace to the Empire, to Britain's political freedom,
to democracy, to Western civilisation, look quite
benignly upon the growth of Japanese and German
power in the year 1937 and resent bitterly any pro-
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